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museum and to fulfill our mission of interweaving the arts and the curriculum at Mount Holyoke. This

is a key priority for the College”

During her career, Paik has curated more than 30 exhibitions and installations, including the new
contemporary collection galleries unveiled as part of the Saint Louis Art Museum expansion in 2013.
A leading scholar on the art of Ellsworth Kelly, Paik is the main author of a 2015 Phaidon Press survey

of Kelly’s life and career, the first monograph published about the artist since 1971.

Paik graduated cum laude with a bachelor’'s degree in English and art history from Dartmouth
College in 1991 and also has a master’s and PhD from the Institute of Fine Arts at New York

University.

During her tenure at the Indianapolis Museum of Art, Paik curated the contemporary exhibition
program and oversaw the museum’s permanent collection of painting, sculpture, mixed media, and
video, created from 1945 to the present. Under her leadership, the IMA acquired works of art by

important contemporary artists such as Mark Dion, Michelle Grabner, and Erwin Wurm.

Paik has also held positions at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Museum of Modern Art in
New York City, as well as the Saint Louis Art Museum, where she cocurated an ambitious site-specific

commission by Andy Goldsworthy.

“We are thrilled that our new leader is such a dynamic and accomplished advocate for the visual
arts,” said Susan Abert Noonan '82, chair of MHCAM'’s advisory board and a member of the search
committee. “She has a strong background working at encyclopedic museums similar to Mount

Holyoke’s, which has a superb collection ranging from antiquity to the present”
Paik looks forward to beginning her work at the museum.

“I view myself first and foremost as an art historian,” she said. “l have always focused on making

contemporary art understood in the context of the past—all art was once contemporary.”

Among the nation’s oldest academic art museums, MHCAM has been collecting contemporary art
since its founding in 1876, and this fall will celebrate its 140th anniversary. Recently, MHCAM ranked
11th on a national list of top college art museums, earned two awards for its newly redesigned
website, and received a significant grant from the Pierre and Tana Matisse Foundation for its Diverse

Voices initiative.

Impressed by the museum’s recent accomplishments, Paik strongly supports MHCAM’s new initiative
to collect and display art that reflects the incredible diversity of the student population. She is also

passionate about the value of women’s education.
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