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cinematic feats as much as musical events. Her latest opus, due out on Friday, is
“Black Is King,” a visual corollary to last year’s album, “The Lion King: The Gift”
— itself a companion to Disney’s blockbuster remake of the 1994 animated classic.

A new chapter in her ongoing project of foregrounding Black experience in her
work, the film represents the collaborative efforts of more than a dozen co-
directors, including the Ghanaian filmmaker Blitz Bazawule (“The Burial of Kojo”)
and Ibra Ake, Donald Glover’s longtime creative collaborator. And like the album
that inspired it, “Black Is King” boasts an all-star cast that includes Naomi
Campbell, Lupita Nyong’o, Kelly Rowland, Pharrell Williams and Jay-Z.

“Black Is King” premieres on Disney+ as part of an exclusive distribution deal that
will bring the film to many countries in Africa. The combined might of three
cultural juggernauts — Beyoncé, Disney and its leonine (and most profitable)
franchise — should make for a truly spectacular global celebration of “the breadth
and beauty of Black ancestry,” to borrow Beyoncé’s words.
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Fusing figuration with collage for the pieces in her current exhibition at the
Katonah Museum of Art, “Bisa Butler: Portraits,” she used vividly patterned
African fabrics to create large-scale images of Black people, reconstructing their
stories and seemingly riffing on a Black tradition of oral histories that take shape
through their retelling. Her work evokes the poignant, generations-old legacy of
quilting in the Black community, made famous by the women of Gee’s Bend.

The Katonah Museum of Art, about 45 miles north of New York City, has reopened,
so you can see the show in person through Oct. 4 (you must purchase timed tickets
before your visit), or you can visit the museum’s website, whose offerings include a
virtual walk-through of the galleries. On Sunday at 4 p.m. Eastern time, Butler will
talk with the museum’s executive director, Michael Gitlitz, in a Zoom session
available to the public for $5; the proceeds will benefit Black Lives Matter. The
discussion will focus on her works and their influences — those who have names,
and the many others who do not.
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Davied Morales, center, as Jelani in “A Kids Play About Racism,” with, clockwise from
bottom left, Isaiah Christopher-Lord Harris, Regan Sims, Moses Goods, Jessenia
Ingram, Rapheal Hamilton and Angel Adedokun. Bay Area Children's Theater

Of all the difficult subjects to explain to children, racism is one of the hardest and
most relevant.

Last year, Jelani Memory, a biracial author and father, took on the task with “A Kids
Book About Racism,” which incorporates his own experiences. Now Khalia Davis
has adapted his text into a half-hour virtual theater production, “A Kids Play About
Racism,” which will be free all weekend on Broadway on Demand.

“We cast an actor who is also biracial to play Jelani at 10 years old,” said Davis,
who directed the show as well. That performer is Davied Morales, who wrote the
raps it includes. (Justin Ellington composed the music.) “I wanted to expand the
world of the book, so he had someone to respond to,” Davis said of the Jelani
character, who is surrounded by players enacting his memories and emotions.

Produced by 41 companies in the organization Theater for Young Audiences/USA,
the show and accompanying educational videos will be streamable from midnight
on Friday to midnight on Sunday Eastern time. (Davis hopes to make the
presentation permanently available online.) Families can also register for related
Zoom theater workshops on Saturday and Sunday at 1 and 3 p.m.

The play, Davis added, helps children of any background understand not only
racism, but also how to “do something about it.”
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