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9/21/26, 4:28 PM A global timeline unfolds: Mount Holyoke College Art Museum reopens after nine months

“The element of discovery was important to us, that people really explore and engage,” Weisbin said.

The museum also lowered the pedestals on which some artworks, such as busts, are displayed to a height of
36 inches. They are bringing in new lighting as well as custom museum benches made from a beloved copper
beech tree that grew at Mount Holyoke for 120 years before a storm knocked it down in the summer of 2024.

“[Benches with backs] force a perspective. So if we put a bench with a back here ... we’d be saying, ‘Look at
these European paintings. Definitely don’t look at this blue and white porcelain,’” Weisbin said, indicating a
space between two different displays in the “Art From 700 To 1700” gallery. Instead, the museum will install
what are called “conversation benches” featuring two backs that face opposite directions.

https://valleyadvocate.com/2026/09/09/a-global-timeline-unfolds-mount-holyoke-college-art-museum-reopens-after-nine-months/ 4f7


https://valleyadvocate.com/2026/09/09/a-global-timeline-unfolds-mount-holyoke-college-art-museum-reopens-after-nine-months/



https://valleyadvocate.com/2026/09/09/a-global-timeline-unfolds-mount-holyoke-college-art-museum-reopens-after-nine-months/



https://artmuseum.mtholyoke.edu/
https://valleyadvocate.com/2026/09/09/a-global-timeline-unfolds-mount-holyoke-college-art-museum-reopens-after-nine-months/



https://valleyadvocate.com/2026/09/09/a-global-timeline-unfolds-mount-holyoke-college-art-museum-reopens-after-nine-months/

